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Reopening for In-Person Worship 
Brothers and sisters in our risen and ascended Lord, 

“How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD Almighty! My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the LORD; 
my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God” (Psalm 84:1,2). Believers have always cherished 
worshiping with other believers in buildings dedicated for that sacred activity. It has been difficult—yet 
also loving and wise—not to do so for the last two months. But with joy it is being announced that we will 
reopen our sanctuary for in-person worship beginning Sunday, May 31 (8:30 and 10:30 am) and 
Monday, June 1 (7:00 pm). Please take special note of the Sunday worship times! 

That said, here are two words of encouragement. First, if you have any symptoms of COVID-19, we ask 
you not to come to worship out of love and concern for others. Secondly, if you are not comfortable 
returning to worship right away, that is fully understood and lovingly supported! If you choose to 
continue using livestream for a time, God bless you as you worship and are fed by his Word! 

Below are some of the key questions your Council, your Elders, and your pastor have asked and answered 
after evaluating government guidelines and communicating with synod, district, and local congregations. 

 At what capacity will we be reopening? – 25% seating capacity, which is about fifty people. 

 When will worship be reopening? – Sunday, May 31, and Monday, June 1. 

 When will services be offered? – 8:30 am and 10:30 am on Sundays. 7:00 pm on Mondays. 

 Which service should you attend? – Choose whichever one you wish. By offering three services 
and changing the Sunday schedule, we should achieve 25% capacity without assigning a service 
to you. 

 What about livestream? – The 8:30 am service will be livestreamed and made available “on-
demand” on our website shortly after that service concludes. 

 What about Holy Communion? 

o Holy Communion will be offered during all three services on May 31 and June 1, as well 
as during all three services on June 6 and June 7. If you are not comfortable receiving the 
sacrament in worship at this time, that is fully understood and lovingly supported. 

o The sacrament will be administered by “continuous distribution,” a method which will be 
explained in more detail later. The common cup will be suspended for a time. 

o May 30 walk-in communion is canceled, and we won’t make use of that method anymore. 
Members may make appointments for private communion if they desire. 



 What will the service be like? – It won’t be fully normal, but it should feel familiar. Singing will 
be utilized but probably reduced. Hymnals, worship folders, and announcement sheets won’t be 
available; the whole service will be entirely on the screens. 

 What about facemasks? – Masks are not required. But since the entry gathering space is narrow, 
you are encouraged to wear a mask as you enter and exit the building. Do not be surprised if you 
see some people wearing masks and others not. Whatever thoughtful decision you make will be 
accepted. 

 What precautions will be taken before, during, and after worship? 

o Those with symptoms of COVID-19 should not attend. Please makes use of livestream 
instead. 

o Seating will follow social distancing rules. There will be six feet between households. To 
achieve this, please do not seat yourself; an usher will show you a seat to take. 

o Socializing must be done outside the building. Please follow social distancing while doing 
so. There will be no fellowship period. 

o The building will be disinfected between services. The ushers will take the lead with this, 
but you may be asked to help wipe down surfaces where you sat for worship. 

o Hand sanitizer will be made available. Feel free to use the stations as much as you want. 

o The offering won’t be collected by ushers. You may place your offering in a plate at the door. 

o Avoid physical contact. As much as you may want, please refrain from handshakes and 
hugs. 

o Limit restroom use. Restrooms will be available, but if possible please refrain from using 
them. 

 Will there be Sunday Bible study? – Starting May 31, there will not be Sunday Bible study, either 
in person or online. There will probably be midweek opportunities; more information will follow. 

 

Thank you for your patience, understanding, and prayers the last ten weeks. Thank you also for the many 
survey responses which you submitted; they were very helpful as leadership discussed scenarios and 
made decisions! I ask for your continued patience, understanding, and prayers during these temporary, 
yet indefinite, changes. I am committed to displaying that same loving patience and understanding to you 
as you individually make prayerful and thoughtful decisions for yourselves. 

We now ask the Lord of the church to bless our decisions moving forward so that souls may be 
strengthened, and people kept safe. Like the Pentecost believers, we are devoted “to the apostles’ teaching 
and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” (Acts 2:42). I miss you, look forward to 
seeing you, and pray that God speeds the day when this coronavirus no longer impacts us as it has. May 
Jesus Christ, our risen and ascended Savior, bless you! 

In him, 

 

Ascension Day, May 21, 2020 
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